












































































































































































































Hover fly Mesembrius quadrivittatus.







































































































































































Hover fly Mesembrius quadrivittatus.




















































Blowfly – Greenbottle, Lucilla sp. 
Golden blowfly.
Tabanid fly - Philoliche spp. Photo by Sanjay Sondhi



























































































































Blowfly – Greenbottle, Lucilla sp. 
Golden blowfly.
Tabanid fly - Philoliche spp. Photo by Sanjay Sondhi













































































































































































































































Soldier Fly Crane Fly
Mating Robber Flies
The	compost	pit	in	my	backyard	has	black	soldier	
flies.	The	photo	given	here	is	of	one	of	them	
helping	decompose	waste,	along	with	
other	organisms.	
E.	Flies	in	Scientific	Research:	Fruit	flies	have	
been	in	our	laboratories	for	decades	now,	and	
continue	to	play	a	well-known	and	extensively	
documented	role	in	our	efforts	to	understand	
gene	action	and	inheritance	mechanisms.	
What	is	less	well-known	is	the	role	of	flies	in	some	
other	kinds	of	experiments.	In	2007,	for	example,	
some	researchers	at	Harvard	University	built	a	
robotic	fly.	Weighing	60mg,	and	with	a	wingspan	
of	3cm,	this	life-like	fly	was	modelled	to	imitate	
the	movements	of	a	real	fly.	Made	of	ultra-thin	
carbon	fibre,	the	robotic	fly	has	a	wing	beat	of	110	
beats/second.	This	effort	is	the	first	step	to	
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building	flying	insects	that	can	be	mounted	with	
sensors,	to	function	as	spies.	‘Fly	on	the	wall’	will	
soon	become	a	reality,	and	not	just	be	a	fancy	
idiom,	or	so	it	seems.	Army	laboratories	have	
definitely	shown	a	great	interest	in	these	fly	spies.	
F.	Flies	and	Soil	Fertility:	Imagine	an	oversized	
mosquito	-	that	is	what	a	Crane	fly	or	Tipulid	fly,	
belonging	to	the	family	Tipulidae,	looks	like.	But,	
the	similarity	ends	with	their	appearance.	These	
gentle	flies	not	only	do	not	bite;	adults	do	not	feed	
at	all!	Adult	flies	live	for	about	10	to	15	days.	
Females	emerge	from	their	pupa	with	mature	ova.	
They	seek	out	mates,	and	soon	after,	lay	their	eggs	
on	moist	soil,	or	sometimes,	on	the	surface	of	
water.	As	they	feed,	their	larvae	help	decompose	
organic	matter,	and	increase	microbial	activity	in	
the	soil.	They	are,	therefore,	very	useful	in	a	soil	
ecosystem,	keeping	the	soil	fertile	through	
their	activities.	
They	are	very	easily	recognized	by	their	slender	
elongated	bodies	and	legs.	Their	legs,	especially,	
are	quite	long.	Although	they	are	found	
worldwide,	their	diversity	is	greatest	in	the	
tropics.	Easily	attracted	to	light,	you	can	see	them	
clinging	to	the	walls	with	their	long	legs	spread	
out.	Or	if	you	are	out	for	a	walk	in	the	morning,	
they	can	be	seen	resting	on	leaves.	Interestingly,	
crane	flies	can	often	be	seen	walking	as	easily	
as	flying!	
Flies	in	Science	Classrooms
The	housefly,	no	doubt,	will	continue	to	be	the	one	
that	students	will	encounter	most	often	in	their	
lessons.	Why	not	make	it	interesting	to	teach	a	
lesson	on	the	mouth	parts	of	a	fly	in	a	different	
way?	Mouth	parts	are	for	feeding,	and	what	better	
way	to	learn	about	them	than	to	actually	see	a	
fly	feeding.
How	does	one	do	this?	To	begin	with,	one	would,	
of	course,	need	a	live	fly.	And,	manipulating	a	
small	fly	can	be	a	tricky	affair!	But	with	a	little	bit	
of	practice,	you	should	be	fine!	It’s	only	fair	to	
mention	that	this	investigation	calls	for	a	lot	of	
patience	and	time,	but	is	well	worth	the	time	
spent	in	doing	it,	for	I	assure	you	that	a	lot	more	
than	how	a	fly	detects	or	feeds	is	learnt	through	
such	activities.	For	example,	this	investigation	will	
show	that	flies	taste	with	their	feet!
Leave	some	overripe	banana	or	a	mango	around,	
and	very	soon	you	will	see	many	houseflies	
paying	them	a	visit.	Use	a	small	tea	strainer	or	a	
moist	cloth	to	trap	a	few	of	these	flies,	and	store	
them	inside	a	dry	transparent	jar.	Do	not	keep	too	
many	of	them	inside	one	jar.	
The	next	few	steps	are	the	tricky	ones.	Take	three	
glass	slides,	and	number	them	1,	2	and	3.	Put	a	
few	drops	of	water	on	1	and,	2,	and	sugar	
solution	on	3.	
The	step	following	this	has	to	be	done	very	
quickly.	Smear	some	Fevicol	(not	Feviquick,	
please	note)	on	your	fore	finger,	open	the	jar	with	
the	trapped	flies,	and	touch	the	thorax	of	the	
nearest	fly	with	your	forefinger.	The	fly	will	get	
stuck	to	your	finger.	Hold	it	gently	with	your	
fingers	in	such	a	way	that	both	its	wings	remain	
folded	on	its	back.	Don’t	worry	-	at	the	end	of	this	
experiment,	you	can	release	the	fly	by	washing	
your	forefinger	in	water.	The	fly	will	be	wet	for	
some	time	(you	can	gently	dab	it	dry	with	a	cloth),	
but	will	soon	dry	itself	out,	and	fly.
The	fly	will	be	stressed	because	of	its	captivity.	
When	you	gently	lower	it	close	to	the	water-drop	
on	slide	1,	you	can	actually	see	its	proboscis	pop	
out	of	its	head	to	drink	water.	When	it	has	finished	
drinking	water,	take	it	off	from	slide	one,	and	now	
lower	it	onto	the	water	drop	in	slide	two	in	such	a	
way	that	its	feet	touch	the	water.	Do	you	see	the	
proboscis	coming	down?
Now,	repeat	the	same	with	slide	three,	and	you	
will	see	that	as	soon	as	its	legs	touch	the	sugar	
solution,	out	pops	the	fly’s	proboscis	to	feed	on	
the	sugar	solution.	You	may	now	try	different	
kinds	of	food,	and	investigate	the	fly’s	feeding	
preferences	or	how	much	it	needs	to	feed	on,	etc.	
Seeing	an	insect	feed	creates	an	active	learning	
atmosphere	in	the	classroom,	which	can	then	be	
followed	up	with	anatomical	details	under	
the	microscope.
Conclusion
This	is	but	a	small	introduction	to	a	few	families	of	
flies	that	may	be	found	more	commonly	in	our	
human	environments,	and	are	big	enough	to	be	
recognised.	More	than	1,60,000	species	of	flies,	
and	still	counting	-	makes	me	agree	with	Nash,	
when	he	says:	
God	in	his	wisdom
Made	the	fly
And	then	forgot
To	tell	us	why
																							–Ogden	Nash
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